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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Painters in Virginia. — Dunlap in his "History of Arts of 
Design in the United States," states that Mr. Robert Sully, who 
kindly assisted him in making researches into the antiquities of 
art in Virginia, reported that the only portrait painters that 
are remembered by the oldest inhabitants "were Durand, Manly 
and Woolaston— the first tolerable, the second execrable, and 
the third very good." John Woolaston, an English painter, came 
to America about 1758 when he painted portraits in Philadelphia 
and in Maryland as early as 1759-1760. He afterwards came to 
Virginia, when he painted Washington's mother, and many por- 
traits in Petersburg, among them the portrait of the grandmother 
of John Randolph of Roanoke. He painted a portrait of White- 
field preaching, "which is now in the National Portrait Gallery 
and was engraved by John Faber." To a later period belongs 
Robert Edge Pine, a British painter, who was born in England 
in 1730, came to this country in 1784 and died in Philadelphia 
November 19, 1788. After painting portraits of Francis Hop- 
kinson and Robert Morris in Philadelphia he visited Mt. Vernon 
in 1785, where he painted a portrait of Washington, Mrs. Wash- 
ington, her three grandchildren — Elizabeth, Eleanor and George 
Washington Parke Custis, and her niece, Mary Bassett, who 
married the son of Washington's brother Charles. After a stay 
of three years he went to Annapolis and then again to Virginia, 
where he painted portraits of Gen. Horatio Gates and Gen. 
Henry Lee. Mr. William Lanier Washington, of New York, has 
a portrait of an old lady by Pine, which Charles Henry Hart, of 
Philadelphia, the great authority on the Washington portraits, has 
identified as Mary Ball Washington, the mother of Washington. 
It is the only authentic portrait of this lady. 

Leftwich. — In 1658, Ralph Leftwich patented land on the 
branches of the Pianketank river. "Said land being due for the 
transportation of six persons into this colony." This patent was 
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renewed to said Ralph Leftwich, October, 1662. He was proba- 
bly ancestor of Augustine Leftwich, of Caroline Co., who moved 
to Bedford where his will dated June 10, 1795, shows that he 
left a widow Elizabeth (his second wife) and sons William, 
Thomas, Augustine, Uriah, John, Littleton, Jabez and Joel, and 
daughters Fanny Leftwich Carter, Mary Leftwich Early, Nancy 
Leftwich Pettross and Rebecca Moorman. Of these Thomas 
and Augustine Leftwich were captains in the American Revolu- 
tion. Ralph Leftwich', the emigrant from England, evidently 
belonged to the Leftwich family of Cheshire. The visitation of 
Cheshire gives the children of Ralph Leftwich and his wife, 
Eleanor Mainwaring as Robert, Thomas, and William. Thomas 
married in 1556, Catherine, daughter of Arthur Holford, and 
had a son of the name Ralph. 

Stith. — In Quarterly, XXL, 189, Dr. Johnston states that 
Col. Drury Stith had no children by his second marriage with 
Elizabeth Jones, widow of Thomas Eldridge, but Mrs. S. O. 
James, of Petersburg, calls attention to the fact that his will 
contains the following section : "I give to my wife Elizabeth 
Stith all the remainder of my slaves and personal estate of all 
kind whatsover I shall die possessed of during her life; after 
her decease to be equally divided among the children I have had 
by her." Mrs. Elizabeth Stith's will was dated January, 1771, 
and proved February 25, 1771. Witnessed by Sterling Edmunds, 
Thomas Edmunds, and Thomas Stone. It names children, who 
were all supposed by Dr. Johnston to be issue by Thomas El- 
dridge — Aristotle, Sarah, Howell, Katherine, Charlotte, Thomas 
and Edmunds. John Coleman, Thomas Simmons and Sterling 
Edmunds executors. The will of Col. Drury (Drewry) Stith, 
of the County of Brunswick, was dated June 25, 1770, and 
proved February 25, 1771, and was witnessed by Thomas Lundie, 
Henry Simmons, and Thomas Edmunds ; disclaimed all right 
to any part of the estate of his wife, Elizabeth Stith, and names 
his children Buckner, Thomas, Elizabeth, Edmund, Drury; ap- 
points John Coleman, Sterling Edmunds and wife, Elizabeth, 
executors. 



